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Massive Open Online Courses or MOOCs have many benefits when it comes to preparing for university.  

They are free and the modules are usually delivered by university staff. 

• Modules can be used to build up knowledge on a subject and this may help with making the right 

choice of degree. 

• Study of them can be mentioned in a personal statement indicating exploration of modules 

relevant to the degree being applying for.  

• It indicates to admission tutors a commitment to learning, beyond the A Level/IB/BTEC syllabus.  

• It will also provide evidence of degree level work. 

• There’s a huge range of courses available. 

• They do not lead to a formal qualification 

There are many suppliers of MOOCs and all have worldwide contributors 

FutureLearn was set up in the UK by the Open University and offers modules from world-leading academic 

institutions known for their teaching and research across a variety of fields. 

Others are based in the USA: 

Coursera 

Udemy 

Udacity 

edX 

Udemy 

Udacity focuses on Computing, AI and Business modules. 

Edx 

MOOEC based in Australia. 

Some UK universities do offer online learning.  Search by university or subject but a few examples are 

below: 

The Open Univesity 

University of Reading 

University of Edinburgh 

University of Southampton 

Online Learning  

https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/healthcare-medicine-courses
https://www.coursera.org/courses?query=free
https://www.udemy.com/
https://www.udacity.com/
https://www.edx.org/
https://www.udemy.com/?utm_source=adwords-brand&utm_medium=udemyads&utm_campaign=Brand-Udemy_la.EN_cc.UK&utm_term=_._ag_73097081893_._ad_359442065271_._de_c_._dm__._pl__._ti_aud-632926098867:kwd-310556426868_._li_1007247_._pd__._&utm_term=_._pd__._kw_udemy_._&matchtype=e&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqtO7sMrT6AIVTkPTCh2xkAVvEAAYASAAEgL9wPD_BwE
https://www.udacity.com/nanodegree?utm_source=gsem_brand&utm_medium=ads_r&utm_campaign=8301633090_c&utm_term=85164661643_sa&utm_keyword=udacity_e&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIy5Dh8MrT6AIVSMDeCh3EjwzZEAAYASAAEgLrx_D_BwE
https://www.edx.org/?g_acctid=926-195-8061&g_campaign=new-gs-uk-brand-core-exact&g_campaignid=1665433917&g_adgroupid=63049162023&g_adid=321411166546&g_keyword=edx&g_keywordid=kwd-89882436&g_network=g?utm_source=adwords&utm_campaign=1665433917&utm_medium=63049162023&utm_term=edx&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImsD9wsvT6AIViLbtCh2A-wk7EAAYASAAEgJQv_D_BwE
https://mooec.com/
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue
https://www.reading.ac.uk/ready-to-study/study/further-learning/online-courses.aspx
https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/online-learning/free-short-courses/subjects/humanities-social-sciences
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/free-online-learning.page
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Many universities also have Podcasts on a wide range of subjects and these are also a way of exploring 

interest in a subject. They are free and can be listened to at any time. A search can be done by subject or 

institution.  


